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The Fence Post 

  Chr isty  Farm Nature Preserve 

CFNP Mission: 

 Preserve nature and the 

environment on the CFNP 

property in the context of 

its historic agricultural use; 

 Provide a learning 

environment for area 

youth groups; 

 Establish and maintain a 

refuge for safe and socially 

acceptable activities with 

an emphasis on 

preservation of the 

ecology; and, 

 Preserve the history of the 

Christy Family in the 

Fremont and Sandusky 

County area. 

Boy Scout Camporee is 

First in Decades 
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CFNP Eagle Scout Update 3 

Historic Barn Receives a 

Facelift 
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Youth Committee Update 3 

Inside this issue: 

     After more than a 

year of corporate 

resolutions, meetings, 

title work, and 

numerous drafts, the 

Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve officially has 

granted a conservation 

easement to the Black 

Swamp Conservancy, a 

local land trust 

based in 

Perrysburg, 

Ohio. 

The Black 

Swamp 

Conservancy 

holds similar 

conservation easements 

on more than 13,000 

acres of land in 

Northwest, Ohio, 

including Peninsular 

Farms in Fremont. 

The conservation 

easement was appealing 

to the Board of Trustees 

because of its dual 

approach to land 

management.  The 

easement 

simultaneously 

restricts the 

use of the 

property by 

preventing future 

development and 

other ecological 

harms, while also 

protecting the 

rights of the Board 

to continue to 

manage the land in 

furtherance of the CFNP 

mission statement.   

The conservation 

easement protects the 

land from major 

developments in 

perpetuity.  Its main 

focus is preventing 

logging, oil and or gas 

drilling, eminent 

domain, and other 

threatening 

developments.   

The Black 

Swamp’s defense 

work is currently 

on display as they fight 

to prevent a new high 

power electric line from 

slicing through 

Peninsular Farms in 

Fremont, Ohio.   

The CFNP Board of 

Trustees looks forward 

to working closely with 

the Black Swamp 

Conservancy into the 

future to make our 

property a healthy 

forest and thriving 

natural environment. 

Conservation Easement Complete 

9, November 2013 

CFNP Partners with Fremont City 

Schools for an Earth Day Litter Pick-up 
    Early this year the CFNP 

hosted an Earth Day Eve 

litter pick up in conjunction 

with the Fremont City 

School District and local 

Boy Scout troops.  On the 

morning of  20, April 2013 a 

group of students and 

volunteers met at the 

Sandusky Township House 

to prepare for a day of 

litter clean up.  The day was 

a great success, both in 

getting youth outside and as 

a day of cleaning the Nature 

Preserve.  All 2.5 miles of 

the roads bordering the 

CFNP were walked and 

cleaned.  In the afternoon 

the litter was sorted into 

the recycling and trash, 

made easy by the Sandusky 

Township recycling bins.   

We hope to make this an 

annual event. 
CFNP website 

Coming Soon! 
Visit us online at 

Christyfarmnaturepreserve.org 
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    On a particularly cold, wet, and dreary Friday 

night in September, a handful of scout leaders sat 

inside the Christy Farm barn thankful for the new 

roof keeping them dry, but fighting the pessimism 

brought on by the weather outside.  After hundreds of 

hours of preparing campsites, trail building, logistical 

planning, and much more, there was a feeling of 

anxiety and tension in the air.  “I wonder how many 

will come tonight?” one leader asked.  It was 5:30 pm, 

which was when troops were supposed to arrive, 

check in, receive camp assignments, and set up their 

camp sites for the weekend.   

   I was skeptical.  I 

had not been to a 

Camporee in over 10 

years, since I was a 

scout.  All I could 

think about was the 

uncountable hours of 

time and effort that 

was poured into this 

event by Andy Hershey and many others in the local 

scouting community and the CFNP Youth Committee.  

I would hate to see their efforts go to waste.  But, true 

to their  motto (Be Prepared) and as steady as the 

gray rain falling on the Preserve, the scouts and their 

leaders began trickling into the barn — rain gear in 

full use with flashlights and a senior patrol leader by 

their side.  They each turned in his soggy registration 

forms and damp checks, received their camp 

assignments and marched back to their saturated 

tents for a fireless evening in the rain.   

The next morning was chilly but dry.  No one was 

complaining.  

Despite the clouds, 

the group of 150+ 

scouts and leaders 

seemed thrilled to be 

outside without rain 

gear.  After the flag 

ceremony and 

receiving the fully 

packed schedule of 

events and their 

troops’ combination of stations, the sun burned off the 

clouds and presented a beautiful day.  The stations for 

the day were as follows: 

1. Emergency Preparedness  

2. Orienteering  

3. Practical Uses of Knots 

4. CPR/AED Use (Sandusky County EMS) 

5. Service Projects  (Troop 312 – Trail Building) 

6. Automotive Emergencies  

7. Fire Extinguisher Use (Sandusky Township 
Volunteer Fire Department) 

8. Vintage Baseball (Earl Bargerstock – Spiegel Grove 
Squires) 

   From the CFNP’s perspective the most exciting part of 

the Camporee is that our first trail system is complete.  

Though trails existed before the weekend, the scouts 

helped to complete the system.  Thanks to these trails, 

the scouts were able to hike from their campsites to all 8 

stations without ever leaving the CFNP and never 

setting foot on pavement or a road.  The stations ranged 

from the field behind Victory Church, to the Barn, all 

the way to the Polo Field – a more than 5 mile round 

trip hike. 

   The only casualty of 

the weekend was the 

makeshift road (a 

mowed path) which 

gave all the troops 

access to their 

campsites for their 

supply trailers.  Due to 

a night of rain the road 

quickly turned to a mud hole.  Despite the mud, the 

scouts and leaders seemed to have a wonderful day full 

of  educational and fun activities. 

   On Saturday night the Barn was lit up for the finale of 

the event.  Scout troops performed their skits under the 

lights with an American flag flying nearby.  As I stood at 

the back of the crowd watching the scouts performing, 

laughing, and playing in front of an audience of their 

peers sitting in the grass in front of them, the bright 

white barn looming above with a new roof and fresh coat 

of paint, I could not help but think of the founder of the 

CFNP.  I believe D. Lamar Christy, Jr. and his family 

would be proud that their generous donation of the barn 

and  property allowed this generation of kids to have a 

place to gather in large numbers without that haunting 

glow of a TV, computer, or cell phone screen in sight.  

This event is exactly what our organization should and 

has aimed to provide for our community.  I look forward, 

with great anticipation, 

to many more outdoor 

youth events at the 

CFNP. 

-David Albrechta 

 

Boy Scout Camporee is First in Decades: 

Scouts Have a Fun Weekend Despite Rain 
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   In 2013 the CFNP Board of 

Trustees has heard two presentations 

from as many Eagle Scout 

candidates.   The Board approved 

each of the projects.  One has been 

completed.   

   Marc Bargerstock took on the 

ambitious project of building a bridge 

over the Muskellunge Creek near the 

Christy Cabin.  Marc’s project was 

finished less than two weeks before 

his 18th birthday, which is the 

deadline for an Eagle Project.   

   Marc’s project is a huge 

accomplishment for his family and 

his troop.  The project took hundreds 

of hours, many of which were spent 

pounding the pavement around 

Fremont for donations of money and 

supplies.   

   In the end, a well-crafted bridge 

links trail systems on the East and 

West side of the Muskellunge Creek, 

which will provide access to the entire 

Preserve to all future scouts and 

youths who stay at the Christy Cabin.  

The bridge is the final piece of the 

Christy Farm Nature Preserve trail 

system that was completed this year 

before and during the fall Camporee.    

  A second Eagle project to build six 

picnic tables for new campsites, the 

Christy Cabin and the barn was also 

approved but has not yet begun.   

 

Historic Christy Barn Receives a Facelift 

CFNP Eagle Scout Update 

hand hewn beams in the Christy 

Barn perfectly in size, style, and 

age.  Mr. Miller and Peninsular 

farms sold the CFNP a beam which 

Mr. Yoder used to repair the CFNP 

barn.   

   Prior to the barn roof being 

replaced a team of CFNP Trustees, 

neighbors, and other community 

members including Bill Flower 

scraped and painted the entire 

exterior of 

the barn.  

The barn 

eagerly 

absorbed 

this first 

coat of 

paint.  

Though the 

barn could 

use a second coat, this first coat was 

a huge step and a significant 

cosmetic fix which has been badly 

needed for over two decades.   

   The barn has already been used 

twice since its 

new facelift, 

for the 

Camporee and 

the CFNP 

Barn Party 

which is more 

than the barn has been used in 10 

years.  The CFNP looks forward to 

establishing a rental policy for the 

barn and hope to open it to the 

public and the neighborhood for 

community use as a way to share 

the farm’s historic agrarian roots. 

   Additionally, prior to the 2013 

Barn Party, many interior updates 

were performed.  New lights and 

outlets, a new stair case to access 

the hay loft, and the first steps have 

been taken toward what some have 

envisioned as a board room or class 

room in the old diary room. 

   For the first time in decades the 

historic Christy barn has received a 

fresh coat of white paint and a brand 

new aluminum roof.  The roof was 

installed by Jacob Yoder. 

   Less than 

one week 

before the 

renovations 

were to begin, 

Fremont and 

other towns 

along S.R. 20 were slammed by a 

straight-wind storm.  Our barn 

faired well through the storm; only 

one cross beam was shattered and 

the South facing wall of the barn 

buckled under the pressure and 

visibly bubbled out.   

   Sadly the storm was not as kind to 

another historic barn, on Peninsular 

Farms owned by Don Miller, which 

was blown over completely.  The 

beams in this barn matched the 
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Earl Bargerstock (Marc’s Dad), Marc 

Bargerstock, Andy Hershey and sons Grant 

and Sam Hershey on the completed bridge. 

Youth Committee Update 
     In 2013 the CFNP Youth 

Committee has remained the Nature 

Preserve’s most active committee as 

they continue to meet the goals 

developed in their master plan.  The 

Christy Cabin renovation is the 

committee’s largest project and is 

still underway.  Major updates have 

been performed to improve its aging 

structure.  The first phase of the 

cabin master plan is scheduled to be 

completed by the end of 2013 and will 

leave the cabin with a fully functional 

fire place, wood burning stove, a fresh 

interior, and original vaulted ceiling.  

The committee is working hard to 

restore the cabin to its original state.  
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2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A 

Fremont, Ohio 43420 

 

Phone: (419) 332-9999 

Fax: (419) 333-8147 

E-mail: ChristyFarmNP@gmail.com 

CFNP Memberships 
Christy Farm Nature Preserve members will receive The Fence Post (CFNP’s Annual Newsletter), membership voting rights, 

discounts to CFNP programs such as North America’s Biggest week in Birding, Annual Stew Feed, CFNP Tree Memorial purchases, 

and CFNP Parent-Child hunting program.  Most importantly, your support will help to preserve natural habitat and promote 
outdoor youth activities and educational programs in Fremont and Sandusky County. 

A Huge THANKS to the Individuals and Businesses  

 Who Supported the CFNP in 2013 

Businesses/Organizations: 

Albrechta & Coble, Ltd. 

Steinle Chevrolet, Buick 

Stylecrest 

Opelt Charters 

Economy Plumbing & Heating 

Ace Hardware 

Bloom by Jilly Gray 

Healthy Bakes by Catherine 

Looking Good 

Time Out 

Plaza Lanes 

Adkins Sanitation 

1st Choice Portable Staging 

Metrotex 

Holland CPA 

Bel-Aire Cleaners 

Portage Valley Flying Club 

Fremont Music Center 

Black Swamp Conservancy 

Willis & Sons, Inc. 

 

Christy Farm Nature Preserve Annual Membership 

Bill Me 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check 

 

 

 

Sign up for: 

Maple   ($25.00) 

Buckeye  ($50.00) 

Cedar   ($100.00) 

Catalpa  ($250.00) 

Sycamore  ($500.00) 

Oak   ($1,000.00) 

 

Total 

 

 

Number 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 

Price 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Remove this portion and return to the CFNP at 2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A, Fremont, Ohio, 43420. 

Name: 

Address:  

Email: 

Phone: 

 

Mosser Construction 

Sandusky Township 

Pump’s Landscaping 
 

Individuals: 

Andy Hershey 

Brian Voelzke 

Eleni K. & David Albrechta 

Sue & Joe Albrechta 

Kay Adams 

Carole & Bob Klingman 

Chris Klingman 

Chris & Jeff Opelt 

Aaron Opelt 

Gary Steinle 

Tawny & Jordan LeJeune 

Lorie LaGrou 

Samantha Minier 

Kristy & Craig Reiter 

Gab Simard & Bart Hoffman 

Lupe Lozano 

We are fortunate to have so many 

great members and volunteers.   

Thanks to everyone who has helped 

the CFNP over the past 20 years.   


