
 
BASIC PROVISIONS OF  

SPECIAL EVENTS AND WEDDING VENUE CONTRACT 
 

The following Basic Provisions embody the basic terms of the Contract and are subject to 
further terms and conditions laid out in detail in the Contract.  This form is intended as an easy 
reference to the basic terms of the Contract.  If for any reason any of these terms differ from 
those in the Contract, the Contract shall always be deemed controlling. 
 

1. Parties:    Owner: Christy Farm Nature Preserve, Inc.  
(Name) 

 
Member:       
  (Name) 
   

__________________________  
  (Address) 
   

__________________________  
   (Address) 

 
2. Leased Premises:   Christy Farm Nature Preserve Barn (see Exhibit A)  

and surrounding premises (see Exhibit B)   
1900 Old Oak Harbor Road,      
Fremont, Ohio 43420      

 
3. Rental Period:   ____ (am/pm) ____ day of ________ 20__ to 

 
____ (am/pm) ____ day of ________ 20__. 
 

4. Rental Fee:   $650.00     
 

5. Additional Day:   Yes_____ No ______    ($200.00/day) 
 
 

6. Refundable Security Deposit  Yes _____  No ______  ($350.00) 
 
 

7. Non-Refundable Down Payment Yes _____  No ______  ($200.00) 
 
 

8. Approved Use:   Rehearsal Dinner / Wedding / Reception  
 
Exhibit A: Floor Plan of Rentable Barn Space 
Exhibit B: Map of the Premises 
Exhibit C: Rental Rates 
Exhibit D: Rules and Regulations   
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND WEDDING VENUE CONTRACT 
 

THIS CONTRACT is made and entered into on the              day of                        , 20____, by 
and between CHRISTY FARM NATURE PRESERVE, INC., an Ohio Non-Profit Corporation, whose 
mailing address is 2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A, Fremont, Ohio  43420 and is located at 1900 Old 
Oak Harbor Road, Fremont, Ohio 43420, or its successor, hereinafter referred to as the “CFNP”, 
and ___________________________________, whose address is 
_________________________________________, or its successor, hereinafter referred to as 
“Member Lessee(s)”.  
 

The MEMBER LESSEE(s) represent that they desire to hold a special event or wedding on 
____ day of ______________, 20___ at the Christy Farm Nature Preserve Barn (the “Barn”) as 
depicted in Exhibit A and grounds (the “Premises”) as depicted in Exhibit B.  Therefore, the 
parties agree as follows: 
 

1. VENUE, PURPOSE, AND SCOPE OF RENTAL 
The CFNP allows for special events or weddings to take place at the historic Christy Farm 
Nature Preserve Barn.   The historic barn was the centerpiece of a farm which was 
purchased on September 4, 1909 by Russ J. Christy and Amelia Elizabeth Myers Christy.  
Their self-contained working farmstead of 221 acres included a hand-milked dairy and 
creamery producing its own Christy brand Grade A Milk, a piggery, domestic fowl of all 
sorts, vineyards, an apple orchard, crops tilled by draught horses, wood lots, and all the 
outbuildings, barns, stables, and housing arrangements typical of such a farm at the turn 
of the century.  The Christy farm has been in existence in some form or another for over 
100 years.  The Barn (originally known as Barn No. 2 by the Christy Family) has a long 
history of being rented for special events including musical performances, square 
dances, and other events.  This contract for a special event is in line with the purposes 
and mission of the Christy Farm Nature Preserve, Inc. as determined by the Christy Farm 
Nature Preserve, Inc. Board of Trustees in Resolution 2014-001.  “Hosting these types of 
events will permit the ability to tell the story of the Christy Farm and share our mission 
and purpose with the local community and beyond.” 
 
Attached as Exhibit A to this Contract is the usable space in the Barn covered by this 
Contract.  All other space is prohibited from use under this Contract.  All outdoor space 
as shown in Exhibit B may be used by the Member Lessee(s) in accordance with the 
rules and regulations outlined herein.    
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The Member Lessee(s) hereby understands that the Barn is NOT primarily used as a 
wedding or event venue.  The primary purposes of the Barn remain largely for historical, 
agricultural, educational, and environmental purposes.  Weddings at this venue will be 
rustic in nature and the Christy Farm Nature Preserve, Inc. does not guarantee or 
provide an assurances regarding the space provided.    
 
ONLY CFNP members (of any donation level) may rent the Barn for the uses outlined in 
this Contract. 
 

2. DOWN PAYMENT.   
The MEMBER LESSEE(S) agree to pay a non-refundable down payment of $200.00.  This 
payment is for the use of the Barn and Premises for the specified date of the 
event/wedding and is payable at the time this Contract is executed.  If for any reason, 
CFNP is unable to fulfill its contractual obligation under this contract, the entire deposit 
will be returned with no further penalties or liabilities.  In the event of a cancellation by 
the MEMBER LESSEE(S) of this special event/wedding, this deposit is non-refundable. 
 

3. SECURITY DEPOSIT 
The MEMBER LESSEE(S) agree to pay a refundable security deposit of $350.00 to be paid 
by check, money order or credit card, and returnable to the MEMBER LESSEE(S) up to 
two (2) weeks after the event and after the property has been inspected for any damage 
from the special event or wedding by the CFNP Trustee(s).  See Exhibit D for rules and 
regulations that, if violated, result in the forfeiture this security deposit.  

 
4. RENTAL FEES. 

The rental fees for rental of the Barn are approved by the CFNP Board of Trustees and 
are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit B. 
 
ONLY members (of any donation level) of the CFNP, may rent the Christy Farm barn in 
accordance with this Contract. 
 
Under this Contract the MEMBER LESSEE(s) owes the following: 
 
  Refundable Security Deposit $350.00  
  Rental Fee   $650.00   

 
Extra Day Charges  $   

   
  Total Balance Due  $   
  Possible Refunds  ($350.00 ) 
 
 

$200.00 non-refundable down payment (deducted from rental fee) due with contract to reserve date. 
Remainder of balance due 30 days prior to event.  
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5. ADDITIONAL FEES 

MEMBER LESSEE(s) are responsible for any fees associated with a returned check, credit 
card processing fees, or any other banking charged related to non-sufficient funds. 
 

6. DATE CHANGES.   
In the event the MEMBER LESSEE(s) is forced to change the date of the event/wedding, 
the CFNP will make every effort to transfer reservations to support the new date.  The 
MEMBER LESSEE(s) agree that in the event of a date change, where the event cannot be 
rescheduled due to the parties’ schedules, any non-refundable down payment will not 
be refunded to the MEMBER LESSEE(s).  The MEMBER LESSEE(s) further understands 
that last minute changes can impact the quality of the event and that the CFNP is not 
responsible for these compromises in quality.  Cancellations or attempts to change the 
date are not allowed within 180 days of the event and will result in forfeiture of the 
down payment. 

 
7. CANCELLATIONS.   

If you cancel your event 180 days or more prior to your original reserved date, your 
deposit will be returned minus a $100 cancellation fee.  If you cancel your event after 
180 days none of your payment will be refunded.  To cancel your event the CFNP must 
have a cancellation request IN WRITING before the event will be cancelled (email is 
acceptable).  If a MEMBER LESSEE(s) cancels for any reason, any non-refundable down 
payment will not be refunded.   

 
8. OCCUPANCY.   

According to the International Fire Code (IFC) 2012 (first printing) Chapter 10 Table 

1004.1.2, the total occupancy for the Barn shall not exceed 300 people at one time. 

 
9. RULES.    

The MEMBER LESSEE(s) understand that they and their invited guests shall abide by the 
rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Trustees of the CFNP and attached hereto 
and incorporated herein as Exhibit C. 
 

10. AMENDMENT.  
This Contract may be modified or amended at any time by the CFNP Board of Trustees.  
The Barn rental price is not subject to change once the refundable security deposit has 
been paid.  Verbal Contracts are not considered part of this contract.  ONLY written 
Contracts are binding. 
 

11. SEVERABILITY.   
If any provision of this Contract shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any 
reason, the remaining provisions shall continue to be valid and enforceable.  If a court 
finds that any provision of this Contract is invalid or unenforceable, but that by limiting 
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such provision it would become valid and enforceable, then such provision shall be 
deemed to be written, construed, and enforced as so limited. 

 
12. “AS IS”.  

MEMBER LESSEE(s) has inspected the Premises and agrees that the Premises is in 
satisfactory condition and accepts the Premises “as is”.  MEMBER LESSEE(s) accept the 
Premises understanding that the Barn is a primarily agricultural, historical, educational, 
and environmental building and not a wedding venue, that there is no running water, 
and no bathrooms available on site.  MEMBER LESSEE(s) further understand that the “as 
is” condition is necessary to the purpose of the CFNP to achieve or mission of sharing 
the Christy Family history with the community.  

 
13. INSURANCE.  

If the special event/wedding includes serving alcohol, the MEMBER LESSEE(s) shall be 
responsible for paying for an adequate additional “rider” policy on the Christy Farm 
Nature Preserve, Inc.’s existing policy or through their own personal insurance carrier to 
cover both parties in case of dram shop or other liabilities pertaining to alcohol 
consumption.  If the MEMBER LESSEE(s) provide insurance through their own carrier, 
they shall provide evidence of insurance prior to that event. 
 

14. APPLICABLE LAW. 
This Contract shall be governed by the laws of the State of Ohio, Sandusky County.  
  

15. CLEANING.  
All items brought in by MEMBER LESSEE(s), MEMBER LESSEE(s) vendors, or guests shall 
be removed.  All trash must be removed.  The CFNP does not own or have access to a 
dumpster.  The MEMBER LESSEE(s) shall be responsible for hauling and properly 
disposing of all their trash.  The CFNP is a non-profit organization with environmental 
preservation as one of its primary missions.  To that end, the CFNP strongly promotes 
the ideals of “leave no trace” and asks that the MEMBER LESSEE(s) strictly adhere to 
that ethic.   
 
The CFNP can supply trash cans.  All cans must be emptied and returned to their storage 
location in the Barn following the event.  The CFNP asks that all items that can be 
recycled be disposed of in recycling bins.  As an inducement to encourage recycling all 
full recycling bins may be left in the Barn and the CFNP will recycle those materials.   

 
16. CHILDREN AND MEMBER LESSEE(S) SAFETY.   

Please see Exhibits A and B for details regarding all areas where entry is prohibited.  
MEMBER LESSEE(s), their guests, and vendors are expected to strictly adhere to these 
boundaries.  
 
An historic, abandoned farmhouse remains on the property near the Barn.  No adults or 
children are allowed near, in or around that house.  No climbing on trees, or playing in 
restricted areas of the Barn.  The Barn is historic and some second floor areas are not 
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safe to walk on.  Please keep children in view at all times.  Please stay away and refrain 
from touching or feeding any wildlife at the CFNP.   
 
NO ENTRY is allowed to the old farmhouse, or any of the areas shown in red in Exhibits A 
or B including the first floor of the Barn under the loft.  
 
NO children under the age of 18 are permitted on the stairs or the second floor loft 
unless they are working for a vendor to set up music or if they are part of the 
entertainment being provided by a band or some other form of formal entertainment 
for the event. 
 

17. COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS. 
Member Lessee(s) shall comply with all laws, ordinances, rules, regulations, 
requirements and directives of the Federal, State and Municipal Governments or Public 
Authorities and of all their departments, bureaus and subdivisions, applicable to and 
affecting the said premises, their use and occupancy. 

 
18. PHOTO RELEASE.  

MEMBER LESSEE(s), the undersigned, do hereby consent and agree that the CFNP has 
the right to take photographs, videotape, or digital recordings of our event or those 
taken by our photographer or videographer and to use same in any and all media, now 
or hereafter known, and exclusively for the purpose of advertising.  MEMBER LESSEE(s) 
further consent that our names and identity may be revealed therein or by descriptive 
text or commentary. 
 
MEMBER LESSEE(s) do hereby release to the CFNP rights to exhibit this work in print or 
electronic form publicly or privately.  We waive any rights, claims, or interest we may 
have to control the use of our identity or likeness in whatever media used.  We 
understand that there will be no financial or other remuneration for recording or 
photographing us, either for initial or subsequent transmission or playback. 

 
19. HOLDING OVER.  

If MEMBER LESSEE(s) shall be in possession of the Premises after the termination date 
and time of the Contract, and in the absence of any Contract extending the Term hereof.  
If MEMBER LESSEE(s) do not vacate or remove their belongings by the date and time 
agreed to under this contract all refundable down payments will immediately be 
forfeited. 

 
20. SIGNS.  

The Member Lessee(s) may place a sign at the end of the gravel driveway on Old Oak 
Harbor Road and should encourage all traffic to proceed into and out of the property 
through the 1900 Old Oak Harbor Road entrance.  Any signs permitted shall at all times 
conform with all municipal ordinances or other laws and regulations applicable thereto.  
MEMBER LESSEE(s) is responsible for all costs, fines or penalties associated with the 
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procurement and installation of signage.  Signs must be located on the Christy Farm 
Nature Preserve Property only.   

 
 
 

21. NON-LIABILITY OF OWNER.  
The CFNP shall not be liable for any damages or injury which may be sustained by the 
MEMBER LESSEE(s) or any other person, as a consequence of the failure, breakage, 
leakage or obstruction of the roof, drains, leaders, gutters, valleys, down-spouts or the 
like or of the electrical, beams, nails, old equipment, floors, ceilings, uneven and broken 
concrete, uneven yard, stone driveway, barn doors, or any other historic and rustic 
elements of the Barn; or by reason of the elements; or resulting from the carelessness, 
negligence or improper conduct on the part of any other MEMBER LESSEE(s) or this or 
any other MEMBER LESSEE(s) agents, employees, guests, licensees, invitees, subtenants, 
assignees or successors; or attributable to any interference with, interruption of or 
failure, beyond the control of the CFNP, of any services to be furnished or supplied by 
the CFNP. 

 
22. PRIVACY POLICY 

We do not sell, trade, or otherwise transfer to outside parties your personally 
identifiable information.  This does not include trusted third parties who assist us in 
conducting our non-profit business, or servicing you, so long as those parties agree to 
keep this information confidential.  We may also release your information when we 
believe release is appropriate to comply with the law or protect ours, or others rights, 
property, or safety. 
 
MEMBER LESSEE(s) represents that he/she is at least 18 years of age, have read and 
understand the foregoing statement, and am competent to execute this Contract. 
 

23. CORPORATE AUTHORIZATION.   
Both the OWNER and the Member Lessee(s) hereby affirm and state that they have the 
authority to bind their principal in the capacity as agent.    

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, an authorized officer of the CFNP and MEMBER LESSEE(s) have 
signed this Contract on this ___ day of ________  20____ as their free act and deed. 

 
 OWNER: 
 
      
 ________________________________ 
 Joseph F. Albrechta, President 
 Christy Farm Nature Preserve, Inc. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
MEMBER LESSEE(S) 1: 
 
 
Print:_________________________   
 
Sign:_________________________    
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MEMBER LESSEE(S) 2: 
 
Print:_________________________   

 
Sign:_________________________   
      
 

 
EXHIBIT C: 

 
RENTAL RATES 

 

Event Type Rental Fee for 
One Day 

Cost Per Day 
After First Day 

Reservation 
Deposit* 

Security 
Deposit 

Civic/Non Profit $200 $125 $50 None 

Private Organization $350 $150 $100 $350 

Wedding/Special Event $650 $200 $200 $350 

     
As approved by Resolution 2014-001. 

 
 
 

 Reservation deposit goes toward the total rental fee. 
 Security deposit is refundable based on the terms set forth in the Contract. 

 
*The numbers outlined in the chart are for one day.  These numbers should be 
multiplied by the number of days of the rental at 3 days or more. 
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EXHIBIT D 
 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 
AND MEMBER LESSEE(S) RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
1. ALCOHOL 

MEMBER LESSEE(s) will supply all alcohol.  Alcohol may not be served to minors.  At any 
time, if a trustee of the CFNP deems alcohol consumption to be excessive, the Trustee has 
the authority to close all alcohol service and/or evict inebriated guests from the premises.  
Shots are NOT PERMITTED at the CFNP.   
 

2. SMOKING. 
The Barn is a nonsmoking facility.  Smoking is only allowed outside the barn.  All cigarette 
trash must be placed in designated containers.  There is a $250.00 fine if smoking occurs in 
the building.  Cigarette butts left on the ground indoors or outdoors are grounds for 
forfeiting the security deposit and may subject the MEMBER LESSEE(s) to additional 
charges. 
 

3. DRUGS 
No illegal drugs or controlled substances as defined by the Controlled Substances Act are 
permitted on the grounds at the CFNP. 
 

4. CANDLES / FLAMES 
Open flames are not allowed anywhere inside the Barn.  All candles must be in some sort 
of protective vase. 
 

5. EXITS 
No confetti to be used inside or outside the barn, unless it is Ecofetti, which is water-
soluble.  Ecofetti can be found at www.ecoparti.com.  No rice, bird seed, food, balloons, 
wish lanterns, potpourri, or glitter allowed.  Please check with a CFNP trustee for 
verification on anything other than bubbles, ecofetti, ribbon wands, glow sticks, or 
sparklers.  Excessive use of any of these prohibited items may result in the forfeiture of the 
security deposit. 
 

6. CLEAN UP 
All items brought in by you, your vendors, or your guests will need to be removed.  At the 
conclusion of the event all floral inside and outside should be removed, including flower 
petals.  Each vendor is responsible for their trash.  Trash should be completely removed 
from the property.  Any and all items that can be recycled should be recycled and may be 
left for the CFNP to dispose, or may be taken to the green recycle dumpsters behind the 
Sandusky Township House on S.R. 19 directly across from the CFNP property. 

CFNP Special Events and Wedding Venue Contract, 8 

http://www.ecoparti.com/


Initials: ___________ 

 

CFNP Special Events and Wedding Venue Contract, 10 

 
7. TIMING 

The Barn is located in a neighborhood so all evening parties and events must end by 11:30 
p.m. with all attendees, invitees, guests, and MEMBER LESSEE(s) off the property by 12:00 
a.m. 
 

8. NOISE 
The Barn is located in a neighborhood so all events must keep noise to a reasonable level.  
If any complaints are received regarding noise, or any other nuisances the CFNP Trustees 
reserve the right to correct those nuisances with directives to the MEMBER LESSEE(s) 
which must complied with immediately. 

 
9. CLIENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

The client is responsible to be sure that all vendors and their staff are aware of the CFNP’s 
policies.  Any property inside or outside, damaged or destroyed on the CFNP’s property 
becomes the full replacement responsibility of the MEMBER LESSEE(s).  The MEMBER 
LESSEE(s) is also responsible for verifying anything that is not outlined in this contract with 
the CFNP representative with which they are working.   
 

10. ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
 Any trash bags not removed from the property ($10.00 per bag) 
 Excessive amounts of litter (including cigarette butts) on the grounds, parking lot, or 

driveway ($100.00) 
 Any damage to interior or exterior structure of the barn, including but not limited to 

burn marks, graffiti, carvings, broken latches, damaged electrical wiring.  ($50.00 plus 
cost of repair including material and labor at available hired rates.) 

 Flower petals or other wedding materials left hanging, on the floor, or anywhere else 
in, on or around the barn. ($25.00) 

 Any irreparable harm done to the premises will be considered grounds for a complete 
forfeiture of the security deposit. 

 This list only provides examples and is not all-inclusive of the damage that could be 
done as a result of misconduct by the client, guests or vendors.  The CFNP Building and 
Security Committee or the Board of Trustees retains the right to make the final 
determination of fines, fees, and penalties for any damage done to the property. 

 
I, the MEMBER LESSEE, have read and fully understand the rules and regulations of the CFNP.  I 
also understand that if a vendor does not comply with the CFNP Policies the responsibility reverts 
back to me, the client.  I am also aware of the additional charges I will incur if there is any damage 
done to the CFNP property or if the facility and grounds are not cleaned as stated in the contract 
or this Contract. 
 
MEMBER LESSEE Name: _______________________________ 
 
MEMBER LESSEE Signature: _______________________________ Date: _______________ 


