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Inside this issue: 

On June 18, 2015 

the Christy Farm 

Nature Preserve 

Board of Trustees 

held a special meeting 

that concluded a three 

month process of 

hiring an Operations 

Manager—the 

Preserve’s first ever 

full-time staff person.  

The board chose Aly 

Rumer for the 

position. 

Aly is an avid 

environmentalist and is 

passionate about 

exposing children to the 

outdoors.  Aly received 

her BA from BGSU 

where she majored in 

Recreation 

Management and 

Outdoor Education with 

an emphasis on 

Volunteer/Non-Profit 

Management.  Aly is 

currently living in 

Columbus, Ohio but 

plans to move to the 

area. 

Aly’s official start date 

is July 6, 2015.  With Aly 

at its helm, the Christy 

Farm Nature Preserve 

will begin serious action 

on the mission 

statement created by 

D. LaMar Christy, Jr. 

in the late 1980s.  

The goal is to make 

Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve a 

community asset that 

will increase the 

quality of life for all 

residents of Fremont 

and Sandusky 

County.   

Please join Trustees, 

members, and friends of 

the Preserve on Friday, 

July 10th from 5-8 pm 

at Van Ness’s Time 

Out at Stone and Lake 

Streets in Fremont to 

meet Aly and welcome 

her to Fremont as 

CFNP’s first Operations 

Manager!   

CFNP Poised to Expand Programming and 

Services with Hiring of Operations Manager 

20, June 2015 

3rd Annual Litter Pick Up Leaves CFNP Sparkling 

    Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve hosted its annual 

Earth Day Litter Pick Up.  

Fremont Ross students, 

local Girl Scouts, and other 

volunteers spent a cool 

spring morning picking up 

litter along the Preserve 

property after the spring 

thaw.   

     For the third 

consecutive year attendance at 

this event has increased.  Each 

volunteer took home a white 

pine or tulip poplar sapling 

provided by the Arbor Day 

Foundation.   

      Litter collected from the 

edges of the preserve was 

bagged and sorted into 

recycling and landfill containers.  

Celebrating Earth Day through 

this type of service is a 

tradition started by Mr. 

Christy, and is one that we 

are proud to continue.   

Visit us online at 

ChristyFarmNaturePreserve.org 

Mission: 

 Preserve nature and the 

environment on the CFNP 

property in the context of 

its historic agricultural use; 

 Provide a learning 

environment for area 

youth groups; 

 Establish and maintain a 

refuge for safe and socially 

acceptable activities with 

an emphasis on 

preservation of the 

ecology; and 

 Preserve the history of the 

Christy Family in the 

Fremont and Sandusky 

County area. 

A special edition for Bourbon at the Barn. 

Aly Rumer assisting students at CFNP. 
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News Messenger  

By: Kristina Smith 

14, May 2015 

  

 FREMONT—Holding a crawfish pulled 

from nearby Muskellunge Creek was the highlight 

of Olivia Thomas' day on Tuesday. 

 Although pulling water samples, planting a 

rain garden, viewing tiny organisms in a 

microscope and more at Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve was fun, holding a crawfish was a first for 

her. 

 "It tickled, and it was so cute," said Olivia, 

a seventh-grader at Fremont Middle School. 

 Olivia and about 120 of her classmates 

spent the day at the preserve, located just outside 

Fremont. 

 Fremont City Schools officials have been 

planning the field trip since last summer to fit in 

with the science curriculum, said Denice Hirt, 

director of curriculum, assessment and staff 

development. 

 "These are all things we could have taught 

in the classroom," Hirt said. "We're adding the 

experience. I think it's an opportunity for our kids 

to put their hands on the science standards we 

teach in the classroom." 

 Seeing the crawfish where they live, and 

finding out what they look and feel like, enhances 

the experience. 

 "Generally, it really does help some kids to 

see the concepts in nature," said Chad Hoffman, 

Fremont Middle School science teacher. 

 The day also was a chance for students to 

develop a greater appreciation for nature, said Rob 

Krain, Black Swamp Conservancy executive 

director. 

 “Kids spend too much time in front of 

screens these days," he said. "If they're going to 

love (nature) and care for it in the future, we've got 

to start that now." 

 Christy Farm Nature Preserve is a 150-

acre property that includes woods and a cabin near the 

creek. 

 The Christy family, who operated the Christy 

Knife Co. in Fremont, bought the farm around the turn 

of the 20th century and operated it for 70 to 80 years, 

said Dave Albrechta, preserve secretary. 

 In 1989, D. LaMar Christy Jr. had the land 

turned into a nature preserve, Albrechta said. Since 

then, preserve members, Boy Scouts and others have 

helped improve the cabin on the site and enjoyed the 

land. 

 The Black Swamp Conservancy has an 

easement that will ensure the land will remain a 

nature preserve. Black Swamp, Christy Farm and 

Fremont City Schools partnered to organize the field 

trip.  

 “It's really unique that it's so close to town that 

we could easily get the kids out here," Krain said. 

 Students broke into groups and completed 

activities that involved subjects beyond science, such as 

social studies and math. 

 Hoffman had students use hands-on activities 

and math to determine the average flow of the creek — 

26.6 cubic feet per second — and velocity — 1.9 feet per 

second. 

 Fremont Middle School social studies teacher 

Nick Wolfe helped the students map out locations 

around the preserve, and curriculum teacher Kim 

Beardmore talked to them about differences in soil. 

 The students also planted rain and pollinator 

gardens and examined water samples they took from 

the property. A grant from the Sandusky County 

Community Foundation helped pay for the trip and 

supplies, Albrechta said. 

 Some of the students, such as Lilah Bauman, 

regularly spend time outdoors in places like Christy 

Farms. Others, such as Cassie Kalil, said they don't get 

to places like the preserve as often and enjoyed the 

opportunity to have the hands-on field trip. 

 "I think it was a really good project," Hirt said. 
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Cours de français au CFNP… Encore! 

For the second year in a row, in May 

2015, Madame Brenda Widman, 

Fremont City Schools French teacher 

brought her 9th grade French class to 

the Christy Farm Nature Preserve.  The 

students spent the day at the Cabin and 

hiked the trails to complete a scavenger 

hunt in French.  The students learned 

and practiced outdoor and camping 

vocabulary on a beautiful spring day.   

7th Graders at the Preserve 

West End Wonders 4-H Club Visits CFNP 
     On June 17, 2015 

Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve hosted its 

first 4-H group to help 

in their completion of  

Discovering Outdoors 

4-H project.  

    CFNP trustee and Ohio Certified 

Volunteer Naturalist, Sara Sherick, 

guided the group of  16 on a walk 

around the flooded grounds of the 

cabin.  Many plants and animals 

were observed including, turtles, 

frogs, tadpoles, duck grass, 

wingstem 

wildflowers, 

spiders, and 

birds.  The club 

members also 

used nets  

purchased through grant funding from 

the Sandusky County Communities 

Foundation to view aquatic life in the 

old creek at the Christy Cabin. 

      The West End Wonders 

4-H club is based out of 

Gibsonburg .  This was 

their first year doing the 

Discover Outdoors project.   
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2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A 

Fremont, Ohio 43420 

 

Phone: (419) 332-9999 

Fax: (419) 333-8147 

E-mail: info@christyfarmnaturepreserve.org 

christyfarmnaturepreserve.org 

Renew Your Membership TODAY! 
Christy Farm Nature Preserve members will receive The Fence Post (CFNP’s Annual Newsletter), membership voting rights, 

discounts to purchase a tree at the CFNP Tree Memorial, and member only days at the Preserve.  Most importantly, your support 

will help to conserve natural habitat, promote outdoor youth activities and educational programs, and preserve our historic barn and 
cabin in Fremont and Sandusky County.  Please detach the form below and return to the CFNP with your donation. 

BOURBON AT THE BARN SPONSORS: 

 

Reserve  
 

Crown Battery 

Albrechta & Coble, Ltd., Law Firm 

 

Bottled in Bond  
 

Fremont Lawn Care 

Cabbage Hill Farm—                                             
Dick & Kathy Smith 

NyeCo Gas, Inc. 

St. Bonore Financial Services 

1st Choice Portable Staging 

Interior Wall and Ceiling 

Parker Investments and Insurance Services  
Retirement Solutions Plus 

Bel-Aire Cleaners 

Christy Farm Nature Preserve Annual Membership 

Bill Me 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check 

 

 

 

Sign up for: 

Maple   ($25.00) 

Buckeye  ($50.00) 

Cedar   ($100.00) 

Catalpa  ($250.00) 

Sycamore  ($500.00) 

Oak   ($1,000.00) 

 

Total 

 

 

Number 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 

Price 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Please remove and return to 2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A, Fremont, Ohio, 43420 with your donation. 

Checks should be made out to “Christy Farm Nature Preserve, Inc.”  The CFNP is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 

Name: 

Address:  

Email: 

Phone: 

We are fortunate to have so many 

fantastic members and volunteers.   

 

Thanks to everyone who has helped 

the CFNP over the past 20 years.   


