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Volume 1, Issue 1 

The Fence Post 

  Chr isty  Farm Nature Preserve 

CFNP Mission: 

 Preserve nature and the 

environment on the CFNP 

property in the context of 

its historic agricultural use; 

 Provide a learning 

environment for area 

youth groups; 

 Establish and maintain a 

refuge for safe and socially 

acceptable activities with 

an emphasis on 

preservation of the 

ecology; and, 

 Preserve the history of the 

Christy Family in the 

Fremont and Sandusky 

County area. 
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Inside this issue: 

    The Christy Farm 

Nature Preserve (CFNP) 

Board of Trustees 

welcomes you to the 

Christy Farm Nature 

Preserve through the 

first publication of our 

annual newsletter, The 

Fence Post.   

    The CFNP is an Ohio 

Non-Profit Corporation 

that was founded by D. 

Lamar Christy, Jr. in 

1990.  Formerly known 

as the Sandusky District 

Reserve, our 

organization was 

created to manage and 

preserve the 189 acres 

donated by Mr. Christy 

to the non-profit 

corporation.  Our 

mission statement can 

be found on the left of 

this page. 

    The Christy 

Farms historically 

were used to 

cultivate crops, raise 

cattle, and 

nurture 

work and 

race 

horses.  

The 

history of 

this farm and the family 

that once owned it runs 

deep.  It is the job of the 

CFNP to preserve that 

history, protect the 

property,  and manage 

the ecology as the 

natural wetland forests 

retake their grip over 

the Muskellunge Creek 

Valley. 

    The CFNP Board of 

Trustees has spent 2012 

ramping up our efforts 

to fulfill our mission 

statement and manage 

the historic Christy 

Farm property as 

directed.  

    This first edition of 

The Fence Post will 

provide the reader with 

a clear vision of our 

goals for next year and 

the many projects and 

events that are in 

progress. 

Welcome to the CFNP 

3, November 2012 

CFNP Memberships Available Now! 
Please See Page 4 for more information. 

    Our organization cares 
deeply about educating our 

area youths, protecting the 

environment, and preserving 

historic agricultural stories of 
the land.  By reading through 

this first edition of the Fence 

Post we hope you will find 

that our work is worth 
supporting.   

    We have many great 
projects in the works, but in 

order to fulfill our mission 

we need support from 

people like you.  People who 
share our belief that letting 

some of our land return to 

its natural state will only help 

make our future generations 
healthier, happier, and 

smarter.  Please join the 

CFNP today to help us 

achieve our mission of 
making Fremont, Sandusky 

County, and Ohio even 

better places to live and 

work. 

JOIN TODAY! 
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conservation easements to over 

eighty properties and 11,000 acres 

in our region.   

    The CFNP Executive 

Committee currently is working 

with the Black Swamp 

Conservancy on drafting a 

possible conservation easement 

for the CFNP, which will be 

necessary as we move forward 

toward partnering with the 

Fremont City School District.  

    A conservation easement is a 

voluntary legal agreement 

between a landowner and a land 

trust that permanently limits a 

property’s uses in order to protect 

its conservation, agricultural, and 

historic values.   

   The Black Swamp Conservancy 

is a land trust located in 

Perrysburg, Ohio which holds 

    The CFNP and the Fremont City School 

District are working together to form a special 

partnership that could provide Fremont City 

School students access to a portion of the 

nature preserve.  

    This partnership is historically relevant, as 

the Christy Family used to host area students 

for a day on the farm. 

    In accord with its mission of providing a 

learning environment for area youths, the 

CFNP is excited about the possibility of being 

able to offer Fremont’s youngest citizens the 

opportunity to explore and learn about the 

natural world.   

    Hands-on experience in nature and Fremont 

City School District’s curriculum will help 

develop the next generation of nature 

conservationists, scientists, and outdoor 

enthusiasts. 

 

 

 

our area’s residents.  Nearly eighty 

years old, the cabin needs 

renovations and upgrades to keep it 

safe and for open for use.          

    Recognizing that the cabin is a 

wonderful resource located 

right in our back yard, the 

CFNP Youth Committee 

has been revived and is in 

the process of developing a 

short-term and long-term 

master plan for the cabin.  

    The Christy Cabin was built in 

1936 through a partnership 

between the Christy Family and the 

Kiwanis Club, and the cabin 

subsequently was donated to the 

Boy Scouts of America.  Boy Scouts 

and Girl Scouts in our 

community have enjoyed a 

long-standing tradition of 

spending weekends at the 

cabin – an experience that 

is common among many of 

The goal of the CFNP Board of 

Trustees is to make the Christy 

Cabin a destination for Boy and 

Girl Scout groups from across our 

region and state, and in doing so a 

representative of the scouting 

community recently was elected to 

the board.  The CFNP Board and 

Youth Committee are working 

actively to expand the scouts’ use of 

the cabin and the entire property.       

    Stay tuned for more details.  

Conservation Easement 

CFNP - Fremont City Schools Partnership  

In the Works 

The Christy Cabin:   

Updates from the CFNP Youth Committee 
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“The CFNP currently is 

working with the Black 

Swamp Conservancy on a 

possible easement for the 

CFNP.” 
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    The CFNP recently 

launched Christy Farm Tree 

Memorial program which 

allows members of the public 

to have a tree planted for any 

occasion.   

    At your request, a tree will 

be planted to honor a special 

occasion, remember a loved 

one, or celebrate a once-in-a-

lifetime event.  You will 

receive a commemorative letter 

and have the opportunity to 

purchase a plaque to 

memorialize the tree’s 

significance.   

    The tree memorial is located 

along Christy Road just past 

the historic horse paddock on 

top of a hill overlooking the 

Muskellunge Creek valley and 

the old Polo Fields.  The 

memorial is easily accessible 

from the road with an entrance 

for vehicles on Christy Road.   

    The trees chosen for this 

area will be strictly limited to 

native varieties.  Ten Catalpa 

Trees have already been 

planted and are ready to be 

claimed.  In addition, up to six 

new varieties will be available 

in 2013. 

       

     

     

 

 

 

   For more details on this new 

program, please contact David 

Albrechta at (419) 699-1806. 

stretches all the way to the 

Sandusky Bay.  The watershed 

reaches as far West as Wood County 

and East to Huron and Erie 

Counties..   

    The Muskellunge Creek flows 

through the CFNP and is a major 

tributary to the Sandusky River, 

making the nature preserve a 

    The Sandusky River Watershed 

Coalition is a non-profit 

organization funded by fundraising 

and grant dollars.  The organization 

works to improve the water quality 

and to preserve water within the 

Sandusky River Watershed. 

    The Sandusky River Watershed 

begins in Crestline, Ohio and 

crucial part of the Sandusky River 

Watershed.   

   The CFNP is working with the 

Sandusky River Watershed Coalition 

to find areas of overlap in order to 

find ways that our organizations can 

compliment each other.  This 

organization is a great local resource. 

North America’s Biggest Week in Birding 

The CFNP Tree Memorial: 

Give a Tree this Holiday Season 

Sandusky River Watershed Coalition 

little about.  Every May a massive 

migration of songbirds occurs.  

Fremont is perfectly situated 

along the banks of Lake Erie, in 

the exact place where these 

colorful birds stop for an extended 

break before taking flight across 

the Great Lakes region.   

    This spectacular natural 

wonder attracts tens of thousands 

of bird enthusiasts to Northwest 

Ohio, as the migration offers some 

of the best bird watching in North 

America.    

    The CFNP plans to host an 

event during the 2013 Biggest 

Week in Birding, opening the 

preserve to bird watchers visiting 

the area.   

    Please stay tuned for more 

details about this event. 

    Each year Northwest Ohio is 

host to a very special event which 

many residents in the region know 
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“This spectacular natural 

wonder attracts tens of 

thousands of bird enthusiasts 

to Northwest Ohio.” 
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2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A 

Fremont, Ohio 43420 

 

Phone: (419) 332-9999 

Fax: (419) 333-8147 

E-mail: ChristyFarmNP@gmail.com 

CFNP Memberships 
Christy Farm Nature Preserve members will receive The Fence Post (CFNP’s Annual Newsletter), membership voting rights, 

discounts to CFNP programs such as North America’s Biggest week in Birding, Annual Stew Feed, CFNP Tree Memorial purchases, 

and CFNP Parent-Child hunting program.  Most importantly, your support will help to preserve natural habitat and promote 
outdoor youth activities and educational programs in Fremont and Sandusky County. 

2012 Plant and Animal Sightings 

    This year has been exciting 

for plant and animal sightings.  

    In addition to common white-

tailed deer sightings, there has 

been an increased number of 

coyotes, red-tailed hawks, bald 

eagles, and a very loud pair of 

Great Horned Owls who are 

nesting on the property.   

    The forest is continuing to 

grow and mature, establishing a 

larger canopy each year.  

 

Christy Farm Nature Preserve Annual Membership 

Bill Me 

Credit Card # 

Signature 

Method of Payment 

Exp. date 

Check 

 

 

 

Sign up for: 

Maple   ($25.00) 

Buckeye  ($50.00) 

Cedar   ($100.00) 

Catalpa  ($250.00) 

Sycamore  ($500.00) 

Oak   ($1,000.00) 

 

Total 

 

 

Number 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 

Price 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
American Express 

MasterCard 

Visa 

Remove this portion and return to the CFNP at 2228 Hayes Avenue, Suite A, Fremont, Ohio, 43420. 

Name: 

Address:  

Email: 

Phone: 


